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October	2025	

	

iPad	Information	Booklet	and	Support	Conversations	

	

	

Dear	Parents/	Carers,	

	

The	use	of	technology	is	an	integral	part	of	the	learning	and	teaching	at	St	Columbkille’s,	especially	in	

Year	5	and	6	were	the	BYOD	(Bring	Your	Own	Device)	model	is	in	place	and	has	been,	for	a	number	of	

years	now.		In	preparation	for	Year	5,	2026,	we	have	attached	an	information	booklet	which	explains	

the	model	 of	 iPad	 required,	where	 you	 can	purchase	 an	 iPad	 and	how	 to	 set	 up	 your	 child’s	 iTunes	

account.			

	

To	support	you	in	this	process,	Mrs	Maria	Disibio	will	be	available	to	answer	any	questions	regarding	

the	administration	and	management	of	your	child’s	iPad	at	a	time	convenient	to	you.		If	you	would	like	

to	seek	clarification	from	Mrs	Disibio,	please	make	contact	via	the	school	office	and	your	contact	will	be	

replied	to	as	soon	as	possible.			

	

The	iPads	will	be	required	from	Wednesday	4	February	2026.						

		

Yours	sincerely,	

	

	

Maria	Disibio	

Acting	Principal	 	 	 	 	 	 		
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Year	5	–	1:1	iPads	

Q	&	A’s	
	
When will the 1:1 iPad deployment start in 2026? 
The children will bring their own iPad deployment for Year 5, 2025. iPads will be required for 
Wednesday, Week 2 which is the 4 February 2025.  
 
Prior to this all-iPad policy and agreements must be returned to the school signed by both parents 
and students. 
 
What iPad do I buy? 
If your child currently has an iPad for their exclusive use at school, then that iPad would be fine. 
Please note that in 2024 your child will do the NAPLAN tests on their iPad which needs to be an iPad 
Air 3 or later (those sold in the last 5 years). If you need to purchase a new iPad, the latest iPad is 
Generation 11, however this device is more expensive and does not have a headphone jack.  
Considering this the iPad 9th Generation is quite suitable and can be purchased.  Devices can be 
purchased via EduComIT http://www.educomit.com.au/dow/. Alternatively, you may wish to shop 
around.   
 
The iPad Mini does NOT meet the minimum size requirements for NAPLAN Online testing, and so, 
should not be purchased for your child’s use. 
 
We also recommend that the iPad is Wi-Fi only — not Cellular. This means there are no additional 
internet usage charges, and your child will only be connected to the internet when Wi-Fi is available 
(at school for example). 
 
Where can I purchase an iPad from? 
There are a number of stores that stock and sell iPads. Many do have finance available if needed. 
Stores include: Mac1, OfficeWorks, JB Hi-Fi, Domayne, Good Guys, Joyce Mayne, Big W, Harvey 
Norman and Apple Online and Refurb-Store. Educom IT, offer all-year-round discounted iPads for 
families in the Diocese of Wollongong. 
 
How much storage/memory does my child need? 
The standard model 64GB should be sufficient. If storage is full on your child’s iPad, all school 
required apps/work need to stay on the iPad – games/photos should be deleted. 
 
Does my child need a keyboard for their iPad? 
A Bluetooth Keyboard is NOT required but you and your child may decide that this is a worthwhile 
purchase — it’s your choice. ACARA's NAPLAN Online testing has discovered that children perform 
best when using the device that they use each day. So, children who normally use physical keyboards 
should use them in the NAPLAN Tests, and children that DO NOT use physical keyboards should 
NOT use them for the NAPLAN Online Exams. There were no advantages observed for users with a 
Bluetooth keyboard over those without. 
  
Correct posture will be reinforced whilst working with the iPad. 
 
Does my child need a stylus for their iPad? 
Children do not require a stylus/Apple Pencil. However, if your child feels more comfortable using a 
stylus, then this is ok also. Additionally, iPadOS14 and many applications have built-in Apple Pencil 

http://www.educomit.com.au/dow/


Learning	together,	Shaping	futures	

support. NOTE: A stylus is a writing utensil for touch screen devices, e.g. Apple Pencil, Logitech 
Crayon. 
 
What type of protective case does my child’s iPad require? 
Many cases include the screen cover with the case. We recommend a smart-cover for the iPad (a 
cover that turns the iPad on and off by opening and closing it). The case should cover the back of 
the iPad, its 4 corners and also a flap that will protect the screen. It is ideal for the case to have a 
stand option (either a pull-out flap or a resting place for the iPad). Many cases have the option for 
360-degree turn, this means students can choose which orientation works best for them.  You may 
also wish to have a carry case for your child’s iPad, for extra protection whilst in their school bags – 
this is optional.  
 
What about Viruses? 
There is currently no issue with viruses when using iPads. 
 
How much time will be spent on the iPads in class? 
This will be decided upon by the classroom teacher. Some activities are programmed, whilst others 
are on the go (teaching opportunities). Please note: the iPad is a tool just like a textbook or a pen 
and usage time is difficult to determine. 
 
Will my child still be reading books and writing in workbooks? 
Yes absolutely – balance is best! The iPad as outlined in the question above is one of many learning 
tools used in the classroom. 
 
Will my child be taking their iPad out of the classroom? 
iPads will remain secured in the classroom during break times. At times students may be asked by 
their class teacher to complete learning experiences outside the classroom. If this occurs, all students 
will be reminded of expectations and will be supervised. 
 
How will my child’s iPad be kept safe at school? 
All iPads are kept in the student’s bags before school. Student’s iPads are brought into the classroom 
for the whole day and kept secured during break times. All students are shown how to passcode 
protect their iPads for extra security.  
 
How will my child’s iPad be brought to and from school? 
All iPads will remain in your child’s bag until they go into class. Students place their iPads in their 
bags at the end of the day, where they remain until they arrive home. The school encourages all 
students not to take their iPads out of their bags whilst travelling to and from school (including the 
bus).  
 
Will my child’s iPad be needed at school every day? 
Yes. In the case where the iPad is not required at school students will be notified in advance (athletics 
carnivals, gala days, etc.) 
 
Will my child be using an iPad for homework? 
Yes. A combination of written homework and homework utilising the iPads will be given. 
 
Are we required to insure the device through our home and contents insurance? 
We strongly recommend that each family insure their device against accidental damage, theft and 
loss. The AppleCare Warranty that comes with your device will only cover standard breakdown and 
repairs for 2-years. Not all home and contents policies will provide adequate cover. Alternatively, 
AppleCare+ ($80 Educom IT, $99 rrp) is an additional cost that includes, for a $65 service fee, 
accidental damage coverage (max 2 per year). 
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What happens if my child’s iPad is damaged at school? 
If the iPad is lost, stolen or damaged at school, the student must report it to their teacher immediately. 
Action in response to damage or loss will be determined by the school. 

What type of actions will not be supported by the school?  
Damage caused to the screen or other fragile components by misuse or application of excess force 
or twisting by the student to their own device. Repairs or issues dealt with under warranty. 
 
What happens if the devices are lost traveling to and from school? 
In this circumstance, students or parents must report the incident to the school and it will be 
investigated as per our school incident procedures. The outcome for these types of incidents will be 
dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 
 
What happens if my child uses the iPad incorrectly? 
Students are to follow all school and teacher directions in relation to apps and usage of iPads. Any 
misuse of iPads will follow 1:1 User Agreement policy.  
  
Will my child and I have opportunities to learn more about the features of the iPad and/or 
apps? 
Yes – class teachers with support from Mrs Disibio will run bootcamps throughout the year to assist 
students in their skill development. We ask parents to notify the school office of any particular areas 
they would like help with. 
 
How do I set up an Apple ID/iCloud account? 
Students should have their own Apple ID / iCloud account, that is not shared with another family 
member, so that their work can be exclusively backed-up to iCloud. There are a number of ways to 
create Apple IDs for students; Family Sharing (ideal option if a parent already has an Apple ID) or a 
credit card free Apple ID. 
 
How will my child or I know which apps are required? 
Students will be shared the app link/s to their DOW Google email account for download. 
 
What is a Google account? 
Every student in the Diocese of Wollongong has a ‘Google Education Account’ which allows them 
access to features such as email, hosted by Google, known as DOW Cloud. The DOW Cloud services 
allow students to set up calendars to keep track of events and due dates, word processing, 
spreadsheets and sharing options with their class teacher and peers. Students may also use DOW 
Cloud to store work in an organised and accessible manner (from any device anywhere in the world 
– no USB required). 
 
What if my child wants to buy other Apps to use after school hours? 
Students should have a credit card free Apple ID. We recommend that discounted iTunes cards be 
used with your child's account. Hence, as the student owns their device they can purchase other 
Apps at their parent’s discretion. 
  
What if my child or I have problems with my iPad throughout the year? 
The most important thing to remember if your child has problems with their iPad at school, is to let 
the class teacher know as soon as possible so that the problem can be addressed. If the problem 
can be fixed at a school level it will, if not it will be passed onto CEO for further help.  
 
Can I connect to the Internet from my home network? 
Yes. The iPads can adjust between home and school settings. Note that the internet protections in 
place at school do not apply at home and parents are responsible for internet access at home. 
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Can I filter out any undesirable sites from my child’s iPad? 
Yes, under the Settings→ Screen Time, there are several options where you can control the usage 
of your child's iPad including Downtime, App Limits and Content Restrictions.  
 
How much will it cost to run the iPad? 
According to Forbes, charging an iPad every day for a year will require 12kWh of electricity per year, 
which will cost just a few dollars per year. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs Disibio.   

 
  

http://www.forbes.com/pictures/ekhf45ffjkj/ipad-150-per-year/
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/ekhf45ffjkj/ipad-150-per-year/
mailto:disibiom01@dow.catholic.edu.au?subject=Ipad%20Question
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To order go to www.educomit.com.au/dow and select your program

NEW PRICING
AVAILABLE
NOVEMBER 3 - JANUARY 23

As the preferred local Apple partner for the Wollongong Catholic Education Office, 
we’re excited to offer exclusive pricing to the Wollongong Diocese school community. 


This special offer is available from the 3rd November 2025 to the 23rd January 2026. 
Place your order today and shipping will commence from 3 November!

iPad 11-inch A16 (11th Gen)

128GB WiFi     $525.00
Available in Silver only

128GB WiFi     $559.00
Blue, Pink or Yellow  (RRP $599.00)

256GB WiFi     $759.00
Blue, Pink, Silver or Yellow  (RRP $799.00) 

Special Price Available form 3rd November

To Order
Go to www.educomit.com.au/dow and select your program. Add your items to your 
shopping cart. Proceed to the checkout once you are happy with your order. Enter your 
contact details and be sure to include your child’s name, your billing details and chosen 
method of payment.

Need Help? 
Contact us on 02 4605 0499 or at info@educomit.com.au
Unit 14, 151 Hartley Road, Smeaton Grange

Special pricing available form 3rd November 2025 to 23 January 2026. Prices include GST. Freight charges apply. Prices 
listed are correct as at 22 September 2025 and subject to change without notice. Images are for illustrative purposes only. 
E&OE. EduCom IT ABN 64 626 943 379


